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Greetings to all Region XII members!  

At the top of my list for this monthõs directorõs 

message is to express my sincere appreciation 

to all the volunteers who stepped up and cre-

ated a smooth running Region XII Champion-

ship Show.  With your efforts the show was 

seamless and fun.  Thank you for everything 

you did and congratulations on your accom-

plishments. 

I want to share with you some of the highlights 

of our 2009 championship show.  First, we 

awarded three scholarships totaling $6,000 to 

three well deserving youth: Kentley Dean, 

Cater Thompson, and Alexis Muniz.  Another 

highlight was, for the first time, the show of-

fered two slot classes, Western Pleasure Jun-

ior Horse and Hunter Pleasure Junior Horse, 

offering prize money totaling $8,000.  Con-

gratulations to KM Bugatti, Champion, and 

Sheer Jullyen, Reserve Champion, in the HP Jr 

Horse; and WR Amazing Tradition, Champion, 

and Possesion PGA, Reserve Champion, in the 

WP Jr Horse.  And finally, during our closing 

session Saturday evening, we named our vol-

unteer of the year awards.  Two individuals 

were chosen this year for their service.  Kent-

ley Dean received the first ever youth award, 

and Dr. Mike Stewart for his untiring devotion 

to Region XII. 

The Region XII Spotlight Futurity Auction held 

Thursday evening was successful, profitable, 

and well attended, and our first two year old 

Spotlight Futurity Classes were offered this 

year.  This program is an excellent opportu-

nity for all of our members to obtain breed-

ings to many of the finest stallions and partici-

pate in a very successful and growing pro-

gram. A concern I have heard was that some 

did not receive the lot publication in time, 

however I can confirm it was bundled with the 

last Modern Arabian Horse Magazine mailed 

on April 23rd, two weeks prior to the event. 

I just returned from attending our AHA Board 

meeting and have the following to report. One 

of our topics was the budget and financial 

picture.  Unfortunately, the Fiscal Year (FY) 

2009 results missed our mark.  Exact figures 

will be available when our auditors complete 

their work mid-June.  Our review process in-

cludes evaluation of the reporting process to 

assure more accurate financial reporting.  All 

liabilities have been met within established 

terms. 

During the 2009 Fiscal Year, like most equine 

organizations, AHA faced decreases in many 

areas.  Other equine organizations are ex-

periencing similar declines. 

At this writing, we are in the midst of evaluat-

ing how these shortcomings will affect the 

FY10 budget approved in March.  As mem-

bers, you should anticipate the same level of 

services, but AHA will be tightening the belt.  

As with any organization, it is difficult to accu-

rately budget in uncertain times.  AHA will do 

what it takes to weather this economic climate 

and keep your organization sound. 

The Registration Commission has approved an 

amnesty for both Purebred and Half/Anglo 

Arabians beginning July 1, 2009 through De-

cember 31, 2009.  The reduced fees affect 

horses greater than 24 months old.  The cost is 

$250/$275 for members/non-members for 

Purebreds and $75/$100 for members/non-

members for Half/Anglo-Arabians.  The am-
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2009 Region 12 Show 

Letter from the Director conõt 

The 2009 Region 12 Championship Horse Show was a 

great show this year!  We had 644 horses representing 

34 states and one Canadian providence entered in the 

show.  The following is a list of states that were repre-

sented at Region 12:  AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, 

GA, ID, IL, IN, KY, LA, MA, MI, MN, MS, NC, NE, NH, NJ, 

NY, OH, ON, PA, SC, TN, TX, UT, VA, WA, WI and WV. 

There were many fun events throughout the week, in-

cluding an ice cream social, Margarita night and the 

ability to enjoy a great horse show at one of the best 

horse show venues with a lot of Southern Horsepitality! 

Special thanks to all the volunteers who help make Re-

gion 12 such a successful show! 

nesty is extremely important in order to try to shore up our numbers.  Purebreds are down 5% and Half/Anglos are down 22%.  Al-

though registrations are an important part of AHAõs revenue, the Board reaffirmed that it is interested in responsible breeding and 

that this amnesty program is part of that responsibility and helps to make sure our horses keep their history. 

Other items to come out of the board meeting reported membership down by 4,000.  Shows were up for the year, from 53 in õ08 to 

56 in õ09.  The entries were up 9.5% and horses up 7.8% because of the ability to offer concurrent shows.  If this ability were not 

available entries would have been down 8% and horses down 10%. 

AHA offers matching funds up to $500 for educational purposes.  If you are interested please go line to AHA website to secure the 

form. 

The convention in Reno is coming up and it is time to think about your clubs delegates.   Each club is allotted one delegate per 50 

adult or life members in good standing.  Prior to September 1, each Member Organization shall submit to the AHA office a complete 

Certificate of Selected Voting Delegates and Alternates Form. The host hotel is the Silver Legacy.  Rooms are $85 per night and can 

be obtained by directly booking with the hotel. 

As a point of interest show managers and secretaries must be a member of AHA. 

In closing, remember our upcoming June events, the Hunter/Jumper Championship June 6th in Conyers and the Youth Jamboree June 

20th and 21st in Clemson. 

George Attwood 

(Continued from page 1) 

2009 Region 12 Judges:                                               

Mitch Sperte, Donnie Bullock and Van Jacobsen 
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Dr. Mike Stewart ðRegion 12ôs 2009 Volunteer of the Year 

For those of you that have been exhibitors and spectators at the Re-
gion 12 Champion Show over the last 7-8 years, the face of Dr Mike 
Stewart is immediately one that you will recognize.  Winner of this 
year's Volunteer of the Year award presented by the Region's Direc-
tor, George Attwood, Mike is an example of what being a volunteer is 

truly all about!  

We are sad to report that after a very difficult battle with cancer that 
Mike's health has taken a turn for the worst.  His wife, Paula wants all 

of you to know that cards would be appreciated at this time. 

From those of us that had the pleasure of working with Mike, he was 
always the leader but at the same time quick to be a team player!  A 

man easy to admire and respect!  PLEASE SEND YOUR CARDS TO: 

Dr. Mike Stewart 

3538 Blue Springs Rd 

Decherd, TN  37324 
Dr. Mike Stewart receiving the 2009 Volunteer of the Year 

Award from George Attwood, Region 12 Director 

Winner of Region 12 Arabian Hunter Pleasure Horse    

Slot Class 

KM Bugatti, ridden by Peri Tilghman and owned by KM 

Stables 

Winner of Region 12 Arabian Western 

Pleasure Jr. Horse Slot Class 

WR Amazing Tradition, ridden by Gordon 
Potts and owned by Brian and Paige 

Whittcar 

Region 12ôs 2009 Slot Class 

Winners  


