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The 2009 Convention in Reno is history! More 

delegates attended this convention than in 

2008.  There were 334 delegates in atten-

dance from 18 Regions; Region XII was repre-

sented by 27 delegates.  Our Region XII Cau-

cus on Thursday evening made the decision to 

let all delegates from Region XII vote for the 

vacated position of Vice Director.  We will 

send out information to all the Club Presidents 

that did not have delegates, and allow them 

two weeks to get their delegates registered 

with AHA.  The paper work must be signed by 

both the President and the Secretary of their 

club.  Any club that does not have the current 

president and secretary on file at AHA will 

need to do that as well to make it official with 

AHA.  Eric Rueter announced at the Caucus the 

first Region XII Trail Ride will be held at East 

Fork Stables which is located North of I-40 

between Knoxville and Nashville, June 25-27.  

Look for more news on this exciting event.  

Also I might add, Eric has agreed to take on 

the Region XII Endurance and Competitive 

Trail Program.  I really appreciate Eric agree-

ing to do all things in the woods.  Region XII 

delegates also decided to designate $25,000 

in the General Account as a Reserve Fund for 

catastrophic emergencies to financially protect 

our Region. The Caucus decided our annual 

meeting would be held May 3 at 4:30 PM at 

the fair grounds sales barn in Perry, GA. 

I am proud of our Region XII members who 

have contributed to the improvement of our 

Arabian Horse and our organization.  Frank 

Galovic and Mike Stewart were nominated 

and received the National Volunteer of the 

Year award from AHA.  They were two of 

five receiving this award.  This award is pre-

sented to those who contribute locally, region-

ally, and nationally.  CA Butler and Janet 

Searls received the Regional Volunteer of the 

Year Award.  Both contributed in many areas 

of our Region, most notably CA with our youth, 

and Janet with our many publications.  Kentley 

Dean was second runner up for Youth of the 

Year.  Kentley worked to both improve Region 

XII and Youth Nationals through her tireless 

efforts.  You can say Region XII had a very 

honorable year at Convention. 

In addition to those presently serving from 

Region XII, we have many newly elected Re-

gion XII members serving on AHA committees, 

commissions, and panels.  Roxanne Hart was 

elected to the Commissionerõs Review Panel as 

the Breeder representative for the panel.  Pat 

Webb was elected to the US National Show 

Commission.  Grace Greenlee was elected to 

the Arabian Sweepstakes Commission. I was 

elected to the Internal Audit Committee. 

Other Convention points of interest: 

¶ US National will award a full Top 

Ten. 

¶ US Nationals had 1,046 Arabians 

and 758 HA/AA. 

¶ Canadian Nationals had 400 Arabi-

ans and 275 HA/AA. 

¶ Youth Nationals had 550 Arabians 

and 450 HA/AA. 

¶ Sport Horse Nationals had 300 Ara-

bians and 200 HA/AA.  
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¶ US, Canadian, Youth, and Sport Horse Nationals generate approximately $1,500,000 in revenue annually. 

¶ Ford backed out at the last minute as a sponsor at US Nationals; Tulsa supplied 50 cars without charge and gave AHA 

$72,000. 

¶ The Show Commission is presently considering locations for Nationals in 2011.  Besides Tulsa, others under consideration 

are:  Oklahoma City, Scottsdale, Kansas City, and Albuquerque.   Louisville does not have an opening until 2017. 

¶ Financially there have been several changes within AHA:  Sweepstakes, the process of transferring Sweeps money to the 

Fund has been improved and is being done on a weekly basis, this Fund will be audited semiannually; David Corning, 

Dan Stevenson and Frank Galovic comprise a Financial Advisory Committee; financial reports will be posted on the AHA 

web site every quarter, and the reports are much more descriptive than in the past. 

¶ AHA has downsized this year by eight, compared to 2005 when AHA had 75 - we now have 44 people.  AHA will con-

tract professional contractors to oversee the functions of our National Events. 

¶ The Trails Stimulus Package has been distributed to the states; the total package is $1.7 billion. 

¶ The Arabian horse is one of three breeds that does it all ð showing, racing, and breeding. 

¶ Patrick Swayze and Lisa Niemi donated money for a Scholarship Fund to be awarded to one child from AHA who will 

study in the field of the performing arts.  There was an additional $25,000 added to the scholarship through donations 

at the Convention. 

¶ The Arabian Horse Galleries received donations in the amount of $30,000 from those in attendance at the Convention. 

¶ A Regional Qualifications proposal has been extended until Convention in 2010 to determine the feasibility of such a 

program.  

¶ Modern Arabian Horse is exploring different possible avenues: outsourcing the publication, a subscription charge, putting 

on the web site, or whether or not to continue. 

¶ òDiscover the Magicó is the theme for the 2010 Convention in Orlando November 17-21, at the Buena Vista Palace Ho-

tel & Spa.  The rate will be $144/night which will be in effect the previous weekend for those wanting to extend their 

time at the park.  The hotel is located across the street from downtown Disney.  Disney will also discount all park charges 

which is unusual.  Michelle Watson and Cliff McCurdy will Co chair with the help of Kim Beaudry. 

¶ The 2011 Convention will be in Vancouver, Region XVII. 

In closing,  joining Hannah Garrett, Youth Director and Aubrey McCall, Youth Vice Director for Region XII, I am excited to announce 

Maggie Barker as Secretary and Meg Daughton as the Treasurer for our youth.  Both will complement Hannah and Aubrey and carry 

on the tradition as a four in hand.   

George Attwood 

Region 12 Director 
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Brenda Waters lost her beautiful white mare, Oak Knoll Dawn+ to colic on November 9th, 

2009. 

Dawn was bred and born on Oak Knoll Farm in NC. Doris Cherry of Georgia bought her 

as a youngster from Al Allor. Doris raised, trained and showed Dawn for many years be-

fore selling her to Brenda in 1997. 

Dawn was Brendaõs first show horse and the pair went on to win many class A and Re-

gional titles in Country Pleasure, Show Hack and Costume. Dawn was awarded her Legion 

of Honor and earned over 100 points in 7 divisions. 

She was retired in 2002 and lived her final days as a beloved friend and companion on 

my farm in Anderson. 

To all that knew her, she was the epitome of grace, beauty and type that the Arabian 

horse is known for. She was loved and admired by many and will forever be remembered 

by all of us who had the pleasure of knowing her. 

In Loving Memory of Oak Knoll Dawn+  (3/26/85-11/9/09) submitted by Jane Garrison 

2010 National Show Judges 


