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Regional Message by Robert Obermiller 

 The 23rd Annual Region 12 Youth Jamboree was a great success again 

this year. The young riders, parents, instructors and clinicians all stepped up and 

did an outstanding job. Of course, we would expect nothing less from our talent-

ed equine enthusiasts in the southeast. 

 The fees for the shows are kept to a minimum as well to allow everyone to 

participate. Our clinicians are well respected horsemen and horsewomen from 

various breeds and disciplines who give of their time and talents to prepare our 

young riders of tomorrow. 

 This year we combined our unrated classes into the òCó rated show which 

allowed all our exhibitors to watch and learn from each other. This proved to be 

a great success as the young riders cheered each other on even until the last 

class. By the way our last class was Arabian costume and everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed watching the beautiful costumes and riders. 

 This year we introduced several new topics which included, reining 

demonstration, equine dentistry and farrier requirements. Dale Brown from south 

Georgia made a special trip with a young reining horse to give an hour demon-

stration. The young riders asked numerous questions and loved the spins and 

slides. Thanks Dale! Thanks to Dick & Rick Landmesser for their willingness to 

share their knowledge of equine dentistry with their 3D computer animated 

presentation. Mike Stine presented his in-depth knowledge of proper farrier 

work and how it impacts our horse. Purina also provided an evening talk on eq-

uine nutrition. 

 Thanks to the parents. When we asked for assistance, you were there. 

When your children needed a shoulder, you were there. Youth Jamboree can not 

exist without your help. Again, thanks! 

 Wow, what a great group of clinicians? Each and all of them worked for 

three long days and never once complaining. I heard many of the riders and par-

ents thanking the clinicians as they left their last clinics. Many of the clinicians 

gave extra time to some individuals which meant so much! It was amazing to see 

the participation grow each day 

 

I canõt say enough about our sponsors. Jamboree can not and will not exist with-

out their assistance. AgSouth sponsored our t-shirts this year. Comfort Inn-Clemson 

(Continued on page 2) 
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presented our youth with an afternoon pizza & pool party. Western Carolina AHA, Dixie Gulf AHA, Horse Vid-

eos, Inc, Smiling Horse Farm, Dabney Mill Equestrian Centre, Live Oak Farm and many others helped under-

write the cost of this yearõs event. We need your support each and every year. I would like to challenge every 

club in Region 12 to make a donation to the 2012 Youth Jamboree. We will be contacting each and every club 

for the 2012 Youth Jamboree. 

 

What does all this say about the Youth Jamboree? It speaks volumes about the importance of this event and 

the need for it to continue for years to come. Our equestrian youth are the future of the industry and Region 12 

is a primary player in that! 

 

Please send me your comments and concerns so we can start our planning for 2012.  

My email is robermiller@gumlog.net.  Join us on Facebook. 

 

Robert Obermiller 

2012 Region 12 Youth Jamboree 

(Continued from page 1) 

Whitehaven Plantation, located in Bishopville, SC, is pleased to announce that we will be holding a Horse Coun-
cil òTown Meetingó on Friday, August 19th. The meeting is two-fold: 1, to provide a meeting place for both 
SCHC members and non-members to gather, share ideas, and let your board know what youõd like to see the 
Horse Council do for you; and 2, to provide an educational opportunity and to give back to our members. The 
meeting will start at 7:00PM, and will end around 8:30PM. Dr. Adam Eichelberger, Veterinary Council for the 
SCHC, will start us off with a brief discussion on the recent outbreak of EHV-1 in the western states, and how it 
affects us in South Carolina. Following Dr. Eichelberger will be our guest speaker, equine biomechanics expert 
and farrier Mike Stine of Equine Dynamics.  At the conclusion of the meeting we will take a few minutes to find 

out from members what you would like to see the SCHC do in the future. 

  

The meeting is FREE to current SCHC members (please show membership card at the door), but is open to every-
one at a cost of $5 each for non-members. For more information please contact Trisha Dingle at 803-428-5656 

or whitehavenarabians@hotmail.com. 

  

The òtown meetingó format is something the board is looking to do across the state for our members. If you are 

interested in hosting something, please contact your area director. 

Regional Message 

August SCHC òTown Meetingó at Whitehaven Plantation 

mailto:robermiller@gumlog.net?subject=Youth%20jamboree
mailto:whitehavenarabians@hotmail.com
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Robert,  

Thank you very much for all the work you did running and organizing this event.  I have 2 daughters, ages 12 and 10, that love to 
ride.  Last year was our first year attending the Jamboree and even though it was hot it we had a fantastic time and learned a 
lot.  The organization both years was superb, the instructors fantastic, and the meals excellent.  I was so impressed I told all my 
friends and this year we brought an additional 9 kids.  And they loved it as well.  We all can't wait until next year.  My kids confi-
dence in their riding has soared and their abilities have improved.  They enjoy the stall decorating, participating in the art contest, 

and love the games night.  As a parent I learned many new things about saddle fitting, nutrition, and braiding.  

We hope the Jamboree will continue as we hope to attend for many more years.  

Thank you very much to the Region XII Arabian Association, as well as the other businesses, for sponsoring this event as it is thoroughly 

enjoyed by all of us.  

Sincerely,  

Sharon LaFreniere  

Dear Region 12, 
 
My name is Jane Mundell and I took my three children and a friend's child to the Youth Jamboree at 
Clemson University this summer.  I want to express my appreciation to you for hosting such a wonder-
ful event.  We went based on a friend's recommendation and were totally blown away at the quality 
of the program.  I have taken my kids to the 4-H Horsemanship Camp at Clemson in the past and I 
am able to compare the two. 
 
First of all, the quality of the instructors at this camp were far superior to those at the 4-H camp.  With three kids riding, I was able to 
meet all but one of them.  As a whole, they were highly qualified in their area, encouraging to the children, excellent role models, and 
went the extra mile for each child.  When I say they went the extra mile I don't mean for my kids only: we had two other kids in our 
group that needed special attention and they received the same treatment.  Each of my children have special problems, one has As-

pergers, one has ADHD, and one has ODD/OCD and these instructors were able to meet their needs. They seem to really love what 
they are doing and sincerely love the children.   Special thanks to Leigh Myer, Norma Karst, April Alonso and Cindy Tilghman although 

all the clinicians were wonderful! 

I was also impressed and grateful that the entire camp was free and two meals a day were provided.  With three children, there is no 
way I could have sent them all if this was not the case.  It was extremely well organized, thanks to Mr. Obermiller. The sponsors and 
special visitors were all very informative and worth seeing.  The philosophy of the whole camp is another thing I was impressed 
with:  to have the opportunity and encouragement to try new things.  For example, two of our participants especially enjoyed the 
Sport Horse classes.  This was new to them and they loved it. 
 
As you can see, we were very happy with our experience.  I certainly hope you can sponsor camp for another year, which I am sure is 
a challenge in today's economy.  Suggestions for the next camp would be to offer reining classes, groundwork/horsemanship classes 
(different from in-hand), obstacles not necessarily for shows (like the current trail class is) and even a trail class where the students 
learn about trail ride safety and participate in trail rides on the beautiful trails at the facility.  The 4-H camp has a trail class like this 
where they go on trail rides every day.  One scheduling suggestion is to change the "Fun Show" classes to Wednesday night rather 
than Thursday night so the kids showing Friday morning are not so pushed for time.  The kids really enjoyed this and some classes 
could be added like egg-n-spoon. 
 
I can be contacted any time to discuss anything regarding camp at (803) 413-5803.  As my children get older and more independent, 
I would like to participate more in helping with camp. By the way, I just enrolled my daughter in the Arabian Horse Association, she 
has an Arabian named Oakknoll Topnotch. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jane Mundell 

Letters about 2011 Region 12 Youth Jamboree 
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I would like to take this time to address the influence that the Region 12 Youth Jamboree is to the youth of our industry. I just attended 

my first of many to come and I was so impressed with the entire organization of such an event. It is a great reflection of the belief and 

understanding that Region 12 has towards the youth. They are our future and you have it. Nothing else compares to what you have.  I 

have traveled all over this country and have spoken with a lot of people from 4-H, open dressage exhibitors, and many Arabian 

owners. You are the best. 

Robert Obermiller is a wonderful and generous person who gives the children his all. There are many long and tireless hours in putting 

on an event as large as this. The staff of volunteers and instructors was the best working with these children and their horses. Never an 

angry word, only positive feedback and these children thrived on this. They need to be commended on their giving of their time and 

knowledge towards this great program.  

I own and operate Dabney Mill Equestrian Centre located in Virginia. I also work the Dressage and Sport Horse Division for the Re-

gion 12 Championship show. I work with youth every day and promote the Arabian horse too many. I think that with the Jamboree 

being open to all breeds, there is not a better way to promote our Arabian.   

I took 5 youth to the Jamboree, two of which were my granddaughters, Rebekah and Stephanie Stewart, ages 9 and 8, respectively. 

Stephanie was very much afraid of being embarrassed in front of strangers and I wasnõt sure if she would even ride, but her instruc-

tors didnõt even give her a chance to worry. They kept her busy working on different things and by the second day, she was asking if 

it was time to ride, yet. It is hard to explain how that made me feels, not only as a grandma but as a horsewoman. Stephanie is 

hooked on riding and taking instruction to help her improve. What a life lesson? Not to be afraid to try something that is new or out of 

your comfort zone. 

Rebekah had taken a bad fall this past winter and I really had doubts that she would ever ride again. But she would come to me and 

say òGrandma, I really do want to ride but I am afraidó. She had been kept on the lunge line after that until about 30 days ago and 

when she asked to come off. Being a grandma, I tried to keep her safe and we all know that doesnõt always work out the way that 

we want sometimes. Well, it happened on the second day. She was trying so hard to please and was doing this really big trot and 

her horse slipped into the canter. The fear that was on her face, said it all. The instructors and I talked to her and the horse until they 

were safely stopped (who by the way, came straight to us and stopped and he is a crazy Arabian.) The instructors immediately start-

ed working with her and kept her on the horse. They pointed out to her that she had been in control the whole time and never once 

was about to fall off. The next day, it happened again but this time she turned into a circle and kept circling until she stopped on her 

on. Again, the instructors explained to her, that she was in control and if she got to going too fast, that it was okay to give a half halt 

and slow down. Rebekah is very competitive and she really took a giant step forward and pushed her fear aside. Again, a lesson 

learned about living life and not being afraid. 

Rebekah rode in the horseshow afterwards and did very well against all ages. She placed in both Intro Dressage tests and won the 

Showmanship 10 & under and the Sport Horse in Hand Geldings 13 & under and Reserve Champion SHIH Geldings. It is not about all 

of the ribbons but that she had a wonderful time and will become part of the future with our Arabian horses. Stephanie rode and 

placed in both of her Dressage tests and was so happy. I am so proud of them but the thanks go to the Region 12 Youth Jamboree. 

Without this program, the future would not be as bright for our industry. 

The other three young ladies, Addison, Abigail and SarahBelle, ages 10, 12 and 12 had a fantastic time as well. They learned so 

much and made many new friends. There was never any down time and the programs that were presented kept everybody busy. 

Abigail and SarahBelleõs mother also attended and helped me with all of the girls. Allison was also very impressed with everything 

from the special programs to the quality of the instructors. The demonstrations were another way to expose our youth to different 

disciplines that they can enjoy with the horse and preferable with an Arabian. 

I could write many more enjoyable adventures that we experienced this past week but I will stop with these. I canõt say enough great 

things about the people who run it and the sponsors who support it. Just know that for every dollar invested, there will be a great 

return to our industry and to the Arabian horse industry. I look forward to supporting this event with my own dollars as I did this year. 

Region 12 - the best Region working towards the future of our youth. 

Sincerely, 

Marie TaylorñDabney Mill Equestrian Centre 

804 314 5216  

Region 12 Youth Jamboree submitted by Marie Taylor 

mailto:dabneymill@aol.com
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